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CONTACT US 

 

CMA Foundation 
Attn: NEPO 
3835 N. Freeway Blvd., Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA  95834 
916.779.6620 | 916.779.6658 fax 
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www.ethnicphysicians.org 
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Valerie Berry 
Project Director 
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916.779.6636 
pmoua@thecmafoundation.org 
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916.779.6622 
clee@thecmafoundation.org 
 
Dexter Louie, MD, MPA, JD 
Board of Director Chair 
 

 
Help us improve the health of 

California!  Click here to donate. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The California Medical Association Foundation (CMAF) and 
The Network of Ethnic Physician Organizations (NEPO) 

Presents the 

ETHNIC PHYSICIAN LEADERSHIP SUMMIT  

September 26th ς 27th, 2009 

 
 
 

 

Hilton Santa Clara Hotel 
Santa Clara, CA 

bŜȄǘ ǘƻ tŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 
Theme Park 

 

REGISTER ONLINE  ï SPACE IS LIMITED !   

www.ethnicphysicians.org   

FREE for Physicians, Medical Students &Members of a Community-Based Organization 

Other Attendees - $150/person 
 
 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Anna Gutiérrez, NEPO Project Assistant 
agutierrez@thecmafoundation.org or 916.779.6627 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Physician Online Survey 
 

 

The California Medical Association 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Alliance Working for Antibiotic 
Resistance Education (AWARE) Project 
supports physician efforts to promote 
appropriate antibiotic use and decrease the 
incidence of antibiotic resistance.  
 
We invite you to respond to our brief physician survey by clicking HERE which 
will be instrumental in our efforts to ensure that the AWARE Provider Toolkit 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ 
professionals. 
 

For more information about the AWARE Project and Provider Toolkit, please 
contact Sandra Navarro, PhD, MPH, Director of Clinical and Quality 
Improvement, (916) 779-6637 or snavarro@thecmafoundation.org. 
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NEPO Calendar 

Of Meetings 
and Events: 

 
 

 
NEPO Public Policy Committee 

Conference Call 
July 6th, 2009 

6:00 p.m. ς 7:00 p.m. 
 
NEPO Steering Committee Meeting 

July 18th, 2009 
10:00 a.m. ς 2:00 p.m. 

 
NEPO Summit Planning Committee 

Conference Call 
July 21st, 2009 

6:00 p.m. ς 7:00 p.m. 
 

Ethnic Physician Leadership Summit 
September 26th ς 27th, 2009 

Hilton Santa Clara Hotel 
Santa Clara, CA 

 
 
 

We would also like to have your 
organƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 

and events for the year. 
Please email or fax to  

Anna Gutiérrez at 
agutierrez@thecmafoundation.org or 

fax 916.779.6663. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
To unsubscribe, send email to 

agutierrez@thecmafoundation.org 
Please include in subject line, 
ά¦ƴǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ b9th bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ 

 
 

 

 
 

To submit articles or 
announcements, send email to 

agutierrez@thecmafoundation.org 

 

By submitting, you grant permission for your 
article to be published.  Your article may be 

edited for content and/or size. 
 

 
3rd Annual EMOS/NEPO Ethnic Physicians Legislative Day 

 
 

The 3rd annual EMOS/NEPO Legislative Day on June 3rd 
was a great success!  There were about 40 participants, 
which included ethnic physicians and students from 
throughout California.  Dr. Dev GnanaDev, CMA President, 
emphasized the importance of the role of ethnic physicians 
as advocates.   Joe Dunn, CMA Executive Director gave 
pointers on how to be influential with legislators by 

building an effective lasting relationship with legislator offices.  The State 
Budget was a high area of concern with all the proposed health care cuts. 
 
There was a discussion lead by Dave Ford, CMA Center for Medical & Regulatory 
Policy on how each participant can present positive ways to address the budget 
by offering to be partners and resources for the legislative offices working on 
health policy.  Alma Hernández, CMA Lobbyist overviewed /a!Ωǎ нллф ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 
legislative bills.  The afternoon was filled with legislative office visits.  Many of 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎed budget cuts to 
the Healthy Families program and the effect on local communities. 
 
Although some of the discussions in the meetings were discouraging, by the end 
of the day, many of the physicians and students that participated in the 
EMOS/NEPO Legislative Day agreed that it was empowering to be able to voice 
and share their thoughts and experiences around health care.  It was also 
encouraging to see the increase of participants this year. 

 

The CMA FƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Diabetes Symposium  

 
 
 

On June 29, 2009, California Medical 
Association (CMA) Foundation held a diabetes 
symposium for more than 100 participants, 
including health care providers as well as 
representatives from patient advocacy groups, 
ethnic advocacy groups, health plans, 
physician specialty groups, state and local 
government, and health care associations. 
 
¢ƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά5ƛŀōŜǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ /ŀǊŘƛƻǾŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜΥ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ 
LƳǇǊƻǾŜ IŜŀƭǘƘΣέ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
the quality of care for diverse diabetes patient populations in California.  
Presentations addressing diabetes care issues included topics such as patient 
self-management, medication adherence, and transformation of partnerships.  
In breakout and panel discussions, participants helped to develop a plan of 
ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ /a! CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 
Excellence in Diabetes.  
 
In 2006, the CMA Foundation began Advancing Practice Excellence in Diabetes, 
initiating its Quality Collaborative to help improve the quality of diabetes care 
provided in solo and small group practices.  Because of the high rates of 
diabetes in ethnic communities, elimination of health care disparities is also a 
key focus of this project.   
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Online Smoking Cessation & Diabetes Education Program 

 
 
 
 
 

The California Diabetes Program, the Do you 
cAARd? Taskforce of Diabetes Educators, the 
California Smoker's Helpline and Smoking Cessation 
Leadership Center have developed an educational 
web-based program for health care providers 
nationally. 

 
 

This free online self-study education program includes: 

 Information on the effects of tobacco and nicotine  

 The physiology of smoking ς especially for people with diabetes and 
cardiovascular disease 

 Clinical guidelines for tobacco cessation 

 The Ask Advise Refer intervention for tobacco cessation 

 Information on cessation pharmacotherapy 

 Tools and resources 
 
The self-study program is administered via a PowerPoint presentation with audio 
commentary.  Speakers for this program feature Deborah Greenwood MEd, CNS, 
BC-ADM, CDE of Sutter Medical Foundation, Sacramento, California and Tami 
MacAller MPH, CHES of the California Diabetes Program.  Speakers discuss each 
slide, providing insight on the topics and directing participants to further resources. 
 
This online self-study program provides free continuing education units (CEU) for 
registered nurses, registered dietitians, and pharmacists. 
 
 
 

To find the resource go to: 
 http://www.caldiabetes.org/content_display.cfm?ContentID=1144 
Or go to the quick link on the home page at www.caldiabetes.org 

 
 

For information or questions please contact the California Diabetes Program at: 
916.552.9888 or via email at diabetes@cdph.ca.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
Pfizer, Inc. announced that it will launch an innovative program called MAINTAIN 
(Medicines Assistance for Those who Are in Need) to help eligible unemployed 
Americans and their families who have lost their health insurance maintain access 
to their Pfizer medicines at no cost for up to one year or until they become re-
insured (whichever occurs first). 

 
 
 
 

The program will be open for enrollment through December 31, 2009 and applies to 
eligible Americans who have become unemployed since January 1, 2009. 
 

Eligibility requirements of the MAINTAIN program include: 
Loss of employment since January 1, 2009; Prescribed and taking a Pfizer medicine 
for at least 3 months prior to unemployment and enrolling in the program; Lack of 
prescription drug coverage; and can attest to financial hardship. 

 
 
 

Get the application immediately by calling 866-706-2400, or visit 
www.PfizerHelpfulAnswers.com to download a copy. 
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