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ÖFirst Chinese to arrive in America (?)



2000 Asian American Population
Demographics: US Census Data

United States California % CA Total

Chinese 2,432,585 918,325 2.7%

Filipino 1,850,314 918,678 2.7%

Asian Indian 1,678,765 314,919 0.9%

Vietnamese 1,122,528 447,032 1.3%

Korean 1,076,872 345,882 1%

Japanese 796,700 288,854 0.8%

Native Hawaiian 

& Other API 1,285,234 114,489 0.3%

TOTAL 10,242,998 3,348,079 9.7% CA Total



Nothing Average About Asian Populace

ÖAPI family incomes & education levels 
are substantially higher than those of 
whites. (US Census 1998)

ÖAPI have much higher poverty rates 
than whites. (US Census 1998)



Commonwealth Fund Report

ÖMinority Americans lag Whites on nearly 
every measure of Health Care Quality.  Many 
have communication & financial barriers to 
care & lack trust in doctors.

Ö27% of Asians utilize English as Second 
Language

Ö31% of Asians are without regular physician

NB: Over 1/2 the SF Chinese population utilize English as a second language.



AAPI Health Challenges

ÖHealth Status: Bimodal Distribution

ÖWaves of Immigration

ÖEducation: Refugee versus Skilled

ÖAssimilated versus Isolated

ÖCulture: ñYing & Yangò

ÖMultiple Medical Systems: Eastern, 
Western, Folk, etc.



Responding to Challenges

1. Workforce needs

2. Disease Disparities

3. Measuring Quality of Care

4. Measuring Quality of Service

5. Research

6. Cultural Competency



1) Workforce Needs

Ö While there is a 
disproportionate number of 
Asian physicians compared to 
population these are not 
necessarily in clinical practice in 
areas of community needs

Ö Encourage career choice of 
ethnic providers to practice in 
communities of need

Ö Advocate at state and national 
level to support Asian American 
physicians to meet minority 
needs



2) Disease Disparities

ÖEthnicity

ÖNativity

Need to disaggregate data by race and 
nativity 

e.g.: Cancer prevalence by race


