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Significance of HPV Vaccine

seminal innovation: primary
prevention of cervical cancer

public health
Implications are
Indeed profound



Rationale

OOne Lessob
campaign

not need-based
devery girl at

~controversy and confusion



Rationale

Vaccine Acceptability Studies

- behavioral intent surveys

ufficiently informed response



Vaccine Acceptabllity Studies

nHPYV, o rpapilantanarums, is the
most common sexually transmitted
Infection among teenagers and can

(Contlnued)



Vaccine Acceptabllity Studies

The HPV vaccine would be most
beneficial if given before age 13,
preferably before a person becomes
sexually active. It could greatly
fcreduce a womanos



Study Goals

... to develop and evaluate a
multicultural, multilingual pilot
DVD to educate and empower
Igh-risk individuals to make
Informed HPV vaccination
lon



Study Goals

% an informed HPV
accination decision
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Study Themes

HPV vaccine information sources

HPV vaccine knowledge, knowledge
gaps and misconceptions

PV vaccine attitudes and concerns

ZECUltural values and beliefs mediate
FlIRV vaccine comprehension

SHDIECISIoN making



Methods

' Qualitative study to explore those
themes

Sufficiently large sample size to
ermit generalizable findings




Pilot Study

A sample population: 96 Latinas
(lower and middle income)

12 focus groups

-person language-specific sessions

Language | Parents* | Girls ** Total

English 24 24 48
Spanish 24 24 48

nt of preadolescent girls ages 9-12
14-17




Findings: Information Sources

Physicians?
Public Health Agencies?

Internet?



Findings: Information Sources

Physicians

V 5 of 48 parents

\V/ 1 of 48 teens



Findings: Information Sources

Public Health Agencies

Anone
Internet

Anone



Findings: Information Sources

Mass Media

V 13 of 48
parents

\/ 2 of 48 teens



Findings: Preferred Sources

Nl Just donot truh
from the mass media; it would really

need to be somebody that has a lot of
knowledge on the vaccine and on the
disease or the virus . . . whatever it is.

| woul dnot | et t he
my bi g decision. o

-- Mother of preadolescent girl/




Findings: Preferred Sources

Physicians, other providers
Public health agencies

Parents, older siblings
(for teenage qirls)



Findings: Knowledge

Extremely low knowledge about
HPV vaccine;

Assoclation of HPV to cervical
ancer

P\/ prevalence

AN Immunization basics



Findings: Knowledge Gaps

HPV Vaccine dosage, ages, costs
-not aware of VFCP

ot aware of risks and benefits

;onceptions about vaccines



Findings: Knowledge

~S

nNlt could be preve
sexual relations with a person that has
the disease, and you had the vaccine,
you can prevent the transmission of the

N 1

di sease. O
-- Teenage /




Findings: Knowledge Gap

doctor remembered
type of cancer that occurred between
some ages, | think, and that they would

gl ve you a vaccl ne
--TeenageGiry

One girl who otal\nd

h



Findings: Misconceptions

. N\
| t ht nk t hat | al s
t was f or adul t s

-- Teenage girl

/




Findings: Knowledge Gap

Nl Just remember \h
when my daughter h
appointment, | asked about it and he
just briefly told me that not to worry
about it and to actually wait until my
daughter Is sexually active, and then

we can tal k about

-- Mother of preadolescent girl

4



Findings: Misconceptions

Nl would say that \I
to people, they can get a check up; If
there are symptoms or something, |

think, that is why they are giving the

vacclne. o
-- Teenage /




Findings: Misconceptions

s |1 ke . . . S e

vacclilne IS how]|y
-- Teenage qirl




Findings: Attitudes and Concerns

vaccines are potentially harmful
(residual from HIN1 media coverage)

risk of sterilization
' too young for vaccine
ot at risk for HPV exposure

d more information about
2 and side effects



Findings: Attitudes

)

Nl Om not sur e, becau:
know about it. But if it would be a good
thing, and it would be to my benefit . . . |

guess | would take].|
-- Teenage giy




Findings: Concerns

nhl belil eve that the}

kind of give [the Infection] to you and its In
your body and its in your system. | kind of
understand that they do that so that your
body Is able to build antibodies or whatever
to fight off that flu, but still | just have a lot of
hesi tatil on. So | don
need to know, | f 1t O0s

|l 1 fe threatening or I

-- -- Mother of preadolescent gy




Findings: Concerns

~
Sur €

U
ke posi
-- Teenage girl

nLI ke are yo
you sure? LI

ﬁ —-——
—— e

guess to [ have 0 (
f

I
mportant Orfr me t (
-- Teenage qirl




Findings: Concerns

Nl f dottdr commends it is because\
It IS effective, because It wouldn't have
high risk side effects, like sterilization

. . . because like that, | would feel more
secure that my daug
t hat Vvirus. o

-- Mother of preadolescent girl




Findings: Attitudes

nl think we would hayv
years because It is fairly new to see any kind
of side effects. My main concern or my fear

IS that it would cause girls to become sterile
or something |1 ke that.
of. | am afraid of my daughter going through
some major life-changing horrible thing.
Theyore Just starting
so | think if there are horrible side effects, it

wonot be for a coupl e
-- -- Mother of preadolescent W




Cultural Values

ATrust in doctors

AWary about unknown

lal support from family



